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There are many differences between the Earth and its moon.  One of the most obvious differences is their radius.  The Earth has a radius of 3,963 miles but the moon has a radius of only 1,080 miles.  Our planet’s radius is approximately 3.7 times larger than the moon’s.

Our atmosphere contains argon, carbon dioxide, nitrogen, oxygen, and water vapor and it makes up 2.5% of Earth’s radius.  Traces of argon, neon, hydrogen, and helium possibly vented from crust comprise the moon’s atmosphere.  The percent of the radius is unknown.

The crust of the planet Earth constitutes to .5% of Terra’s radius.  It is composed of mostly rocky silicates and metals.  The moon’s crust, however, is makes up 6% of the moon’s total radius.  It is mostly made of rocky silicates.

The Earth’s mantel is 44.5% of our planets total radius.  It is composed mostly of silicates and contains some metallic oxides.  The moon’s mantel contains mostly silicates and perhaps some metallic oxides.  It is 72% of the moon’s radius.

Terra’s outer core comprises 35% of the planet’s radius and is composed of liquid mixture of nickel and iron. The inner core is 22% of the total radius and is a solid mixture of nickel and iron.  There is conflicting evidence on whether or not the moon has a core, but if it does have a core, than the core comprises 22% of the moon’s total radius.  It is most probably composed of a mixture of nickel and iron. 

