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Great Expectations Essay – Joe Gargery


Great Expectations is an interesting book that takes readers on a little quest into Philip Pirrip’s world.  Joe is a very important character in this story, as he is Pip’s brother-in-law (married to Pip’s sister), and one of Pip’s best friends.


Joe Gargery, the blacksmith in the small village where this story takes place (near Richmond), and also Pip’s brother-in-law, has several physical characteristics.  Joe has extremely long sideburns and is rather quite obese.  He has the appearance of a common man, for he is, and seems weak though he is a blacksmith, which entails being strong.  He acts stupid in frond of uncle Pumblechook, Mrs. Joe (his wife), and Mrs. Havisham (Mrs. A).  He seems uneducated, but by the end of the book he can read and write.
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Joe’s public persona is not that different from his private persona, but there are differences. Joe often “dumbs down” himself so he does not draw attention himself from the three people mentioned earlier (Mrs.’ Havisham, Mrs. Joe, and Uncle Pumblechook).  But he also can stand up for himself. Example:  Joe will take the brunt of Mrs. Joe’s attacks to protect Pip. 


Joe goes through several changes in Great Expectations, but he always makes time for Pip even when Pip doesn’t want it.  He calls Pip “Pip ol’ chap” even when his is “ dumbing down” though sometimes he calls Pip “Sir” and Pip doesn’t like that.  Joe’s father, though often drunk, still has a spot in Joe’s heart.  He never really learned to read or write until the end of the story right before he married Biddy.  Joe has always been and always will be an extremely nice person and soul in the harsh world of Great Expectations.


Thus this author proves that Joe is the most important character in this story and should be bowed down to and worshiped because this author said so. 
