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Native American Legend- How Commencement Bay Was Formed


One day, a long, long time ago, Mt Tahoma erupted and great, monstrous bear climbed from the summit and, as it rolled down the slopes, created the Puyallup Valley and the river started flowing.  When the bear reached the shore, it sat down.  It was a heavy bear, so it created a really big depression when it lay down.  It then decided to sharpen its claws seven times to create the waterways.  When it was all done, it bated at the UFO that was bothering it and shrank down to the size of a bear cub.  It was latter abducted by the ship that had made it mad.  The visitors also diverted the course the mighty Puyallup River to fill the depression with water.  The Puyallup, Mucleshoot, and Nisqually Indians got together and had a Potlatch that lasted for twelve days.  The entire world was happy that this all-important bay was formed, so they had another potlatch, and it lasted twenty-four days.  When the bay was finally full, the Native Americans went swimming and the bear returned on the wings of a raven.

